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A silicified wood from the Plio-Pleistocene of Ashoro area, Hokkaido
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Abstract

A silicified piece of wood was found at the side of a forest road in the Ashoro Research Forest of Kyushu
University, which is located in Ashoro-cho, Ashoro-gun, Hokkaido. The fossil is a trunk with many missing
parts, and the surface is slightly worn. It is thought to have come from the Shimoaikappu welded tuff lay-
er of the Pliocene Ashoro Formation, or the Pleistocene Uesakayama tuff layer, but the age of silicification
is uncertain. Features of the wood structure indicate that the trunk belongs to the genus Tsuga sp.?, and it

represents the first fossil report of Tsuga younger than the Miocene from Hokkaido.
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