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The Rock Hardness of Obidian Gravel from Tokachi, Hokkaido, Japan
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Summary

The rock hardness of three types obsidian gravel from the Tokachi region, were measured using

the Equotip. As a result, Tokachi type-III obsidian has the highest hardness, and was hardly

weathered. Since Tokachi type-I and type-II show almost the same hardness, it is difficult to

distinguish between them by hardness. In addition to the existing factors (color, conchoidal

fracture, phenocrysts, etc.), it became clear that the hardness of rocks is an effective index for

distinguishing between Tokachi type-II and type-III.



