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Aquatic plant flora of Lake Shikaribetsu, Daisetsuzan National Park, Hokkaido, Japan

: changes in flora and distribution over the last seven years (2011—2017)
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Summary

I investigated the flora and distribution of aquatic plants in Lake Shikaribetsu,

located in the southeastern part of Daisetsuzan National Park, Hokkaido, from 2011 to

2017. Distribution areas of aquatic plants decreased year by year over the last seven
years and became to be observed only in the north area of the lake. The habitats of
introduced signal crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus expanded throughout the lake.

Damaged stems and leaves of aquatic plants by P. leniusculus were found every year

since 2013. From these observations it was confirmed that P. leniusculus was a major

factor causing the decrease of aquatic plants. After the meteorological disaster in 2016,

a large volume of sediments and logs flowed from the Yanbetsu River caused not only

the damages on aquatic plants but also providing shelters to P.
Considering the functions of aquatic plants,

leniusculus.
it 1s important to monitor the aquatic

ecosystem of Lake Shikaribetsu continually and take conservation measurements

urgently.
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