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Following in the footsteps of Ryokichi Ohshima, the climber of the Taisho Era,
around the Lake Shikaribetsu, Hokkaido
— special attention to nature and vegetation landscapes —
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Summary

Ryokichi Ohshima was a renowned climber from the Taisho Era into the early Showa
period. I followed his footsteps in East Taisetsu Mountains, Hokkaido, especially around
the Lake Shikaribetsu, focusing on nature and vegetation landscapes through his travel
writing, other literatures and actual exploration.

He visited with his climbing partners and porters in the summer of 1923. They initially
had planned to traverse mountains, but they could climbed only Mt. Nishi-
Nupukaushinupuri due to unforeseen circumstances. Nevertheless, he enjoyed walking in
forests and rivers, because he loved not only climbing but also wandering like this travel.
Mt. Nishi-Nupukaushinupuri had been burned frequently from pioneer days, at the time of
their visit, but fire have not occurred in the past 40 years. Ohshima represented this was
a glassland mountain, but now is covered by the woods widely. It sesmed that the
vegetation landscape here most changed compared with other areas they walked.
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