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A decrease of tree sparrow Passer montanus at a village
in the central part of Hokkaido
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Figure 1. Location of study site
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Table 2. Population of Passer montanus at Nukabia at early
breeding season
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Figure 2. Nest sites of Passer montanus at Nukabira in 1980(@), 2006 (O) and 2007 (&).
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Summary

The author examined the number of individuals of Passer montanus at Nukabira, central
mountain district in Hokkaido in 1976, 1980, 2007 and 2008. As a result, their breeding
population has decreased to one-ninth in these 28 years. Old houses have been taken down
and bear land have reduced by vegetation recovery at Nukabira for this period. Therefore it is
suggested that factors of their decrease at Nukabira are the reduction of their nesting and
foraging sites. It is considered that changing of building style, disappearance of leftover rice
around house, rise harvesting by machine and an increasing of underpopulated area brought
decrease of their population in Hokkaido in recent years. For that reason there is a possibility
that the decrease of their population at Nukabira is related to that in Hokkaido.



